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TOWN OFFICERS
Representative to the General Court
NATALIE FLANAGAN - 1976-77
Moderator
JOHN W. HERLIHY - 1976-77
Board of Selectmen
JOHN W. HOLBROOK, Chairman TERM EXPIRES 1977
PHILIP V. CONSENTINO TERM EXPIRES 1978
HELEN V. WOODLOCK TERM EXPIRES 1979
Town Treasurer
GORDON E. BRENNAN TERM EXPIRES 1977
Tax Collector
JESSI ANASTASI TERM EXPIRES 1978
Town Clerk
ELEANOR ZAREMBA TERM EXPIRES 1979
Supervisors of the Check List





KENNETH F. AUSTIN, Chief of Police
FREDERICK F. BISHOP, Deputy
Officers
PHILIP CONSENTINO DIANE KINNEY
PETER CROWE LEO LEBOEUF
VINCENT DOWD DONALD NYE
Reserve Officers



































































































































Ex-of f ic io
Board of Adjustment
MERLE R. ASHFORD































DIANE KINNEY DANIEL STEWART
BERGERON NORRIS
Surveyors of Wood and Lumber
MARTIN FEUER RALPH LEWIS
ROGER SAWYER
Appreciation is extended to the following persons who served in
a volunteer capacity on town committees:
Ambulance Study Committee
Kenneth Grant, Gwen Grotenhuis, Robert Snicer , Robert Waters
Roland Weeman and James Wells
Town Building Needs Committee
Frederick Hellmuth, Margaret Hellmuth, Bergeron Norris and
Edna Wilson
Town Disposal Study Committee
Anthony Nobrega, Kenneth Grant, Raymond Fournier , Alvin Kaupin
and Vincent Marchand
Atkinson Selectmen Budget Committee
John W. Holbrook, Chairman;
Joyce Witley, Clerk; Philip V.
Consentino, Helen V. Woodlock,
Joanne Carbone, Clerk
Anthony Nobrega , Clifton Piper,
Bergeron Norris, Thomas Mer-
rick, Chairman; Philip Consen-






Police Chief Board of Adjustment
Kenneth Austin Merle Ashford, C. Carrol Rock,
Chairman; Richard Pyne ; Russell
Burbank, Dudley Killam
Planning Board
John W. Holbrook, ex-officio; Roger
Stork, David Rockwell, Lloyd Blacka-
dar , Kenneth Grant, chairman; S. Lyman
Gray
^ Absent - Linda Roberts
Southern Rockingham Regional
Representatives
Kenneth Grant Ivan Grotenhuis Building Inspector
Jesse Boyden
Recreation Commission Conservation Commission
Barbara Snicer , David Heffernan, Chet Ladd, Carol Grant, Crysta
Elizabeth Tentarelli, Chairman, Slade, Ed Hale.
Leonard Perreault, Norman Kimball
10
SUMMARY OF RESULTS OF VOTING
ANNUAL TOWN MEETING, MARCH 6, 1976
Article
Remaining Town Officers Chosen:
Diane Kinney
,
Bergeron Norris Fence Viewers
Daniel Stewart




Election & Registration Ex
Appraisal of Property
Town Hall & Other Town Bui











Town Dump & Garbage Collec
Town Maintenance - Summer
Street Lighting









Advertising & Regional Ass
Payment on Debts - Princip
Inter es
Interest on Temporary Loan
Capital Outlay
Article No. 5 - Tax Map
Article No. 14 - Fire Tr
Article No. 16 - Police
Payment to Capital Reser
Article No. 20 - Pheasan
Article No. 22 - Ambulan









unds , etc .
)
oc iat ions
al $ 4 , 000. 00









LESS: Estimated Revenues and Credits
Interest and Dividends Tax




Interest Received on Taxes
Interest Received on Deposits
Business Licenses, Permits & Filing Fees
Dog Licenses
Motor Vehicle Permit Fees
Rent of Town Property & Equipment
Pope Road - BOR Funds









TOTAL - TOWN, SCHOOL AND COUNTY $ 1,179,726.38
Deduct: Total Bus. Prof. Tax Reimb. 3,911.00
Add: War Service Tax Credits 15,000.00
Overlay 7,332.52
PROPERTY TAXES TO BE RAISED $ 1,198,147.90
Property Taxes to be Committed to Collector:
Gross Property Taxes $ 1,198,147.90
Less: W/Service Tax Credit 15,000.00
TOTAL TAX COMMITMENT $ 1,183,147.90
TAX RATE - Approved by the Dept. of Revenue Administration $3.68
$ 1 ,689,
SCHEDULE OF TOWN PROPERTY
1. Town Hall, Lands and Buildings
Furniture and Equipment
2. Libraries, Land and Buildings
Furniture and Equipment
3. Police Department, Land and Buildings
Equipment
4. Fire Department, Lands and Buildings
Equipment
5. Highway Department, Land and Buildings
Equipment
Materials and Supplies
6. Parks, Commons and Playgrounds






All other Property and Equipment
Designated Land - Town Use
Cemeteries
$43
SUMMARY INVENTORY OF VALUATION
Description of Property 1976 Valuation
Land $ 9,329,799.00
Buildings 2 2,969,068.00
Public Utilities - Public Service 25,650.00
Exeter & Hampton 370,000.00
Public Water Utility 61,150.00
Boats & Launches 9 , 800 . 00
TDTAL VALUATION BEFORE EXEMPTIONS ALLOWED $32,765,467.00
Blind Exemptions (4) $ 20,000.00
Elderly Exemptions (24) 187 , 100. 00
TOTAL EXEMPTIONS ALLOWED $ 207,200.00
NET VALUATION ON WHICH TAX RATE IS COMPUTED $32,558,367.00
CURRENT USE
Total Current Use Acreage 1,725.38
Total Current Use Value $300,942.00




























In hands of Treasurer $551,288.72
Capital Reserve Funds:




Crime Commission - Cruiser 2,172.00
Other
:
Town History 4 ,000.00 9,871.01
Unredeemed Taxes
Levy of 1975 5,405.45
Levy of 1974 1,451.75 6,852.20
Uncollected Taxes:
Levy of 1976 100,969.67
Levy of 1975 90 . 00 101,659.37
GRAND TOTAL $699,075.63
Current Surplus, December 31, 1975 $ 71,000.00
Current Surplus, December 31, 1976 149,703.03
Increase 78,703.03
LIABILITIES
Accounts Owed by Town:
Bills Outstanding $ 100.00
Unexpended Balance of Special
Appropriations 1,329.50
School District Tax Payable 505 , 943 . 10
Total Accounts Owed by Town $507,372.60
Capital Reserve Funds 30 , 000. 00
Total Liabilities $537,372.60
Current Surplus 161 , 703 . 03





Property Taxes - 1976 $1,086,135.14
Resident Taxes - 1976 17,090.00
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Town Hall & Other Buildings
















Winter 33 ,407 . 91
Street lighting




Aid to Perm. & Totally Disabled
Memorial Day
Parks and Playgrounds
Ceme ter i es
Unci assified :
Damages & Legal Expenses
Adv. & Regional Associations
Taxes bought by town
Discounts, Abatements & Refunds
Emp. Ret. & Soc . Security
All Other Current Maintenance
Expense s
$19
Certificate of Deposit $643 ,000. 00 $1,247,000.00
Capital Outlay:
1975 :
Art. 11 - Trees 292.00
Art. 12 - History 5,050.07
Art. 14 - Bicentennial 2,959.34
1976
Art. 16 - Police Cruiser 5,629.01
Art. 20 - Pheasant Lane 5,649.50
Art. 22 - Ambulance 4,862.97
Checks Returned 5,928.65
Transfers 458,371.73
Art. 24 - Library 3,267.64
Art. 13 (F.D. Capital Reserve) 15,000.00
Tax Map (Art. 5 - Rev. Sharing) 10 , OOP. GO 517,610.91
Payments to Other Governmental Divisions
:
Taxes Paid to County $ 46,238,15
Payments to School District 922 , 529. 05 968,767.20
Total Payments for all Purposes $3,021,889.06
Cash on Hand 551 , 288 . 72
GRAND TOTAL $3,573,177.78
SCHEDULE OF LONG TERM INDEBTEDNESS
Long Term Notes Outstanding : Purpose Amount
No. 31 Maude K. Bronson - 6 1/4% Highway $3,000.00
No. 32 " " " " 3,000.00
No. 33 " " " " 3,000.00
No, 34 " " " " 3 , 000. 00
Total Long Term Indebtedness $12,000.00
RECONCILSTION OF OUTSTANDING LONG TERM INDEBTEDNESS
Outstanding Long Term Debt - December 31, 1975 - June 30, 1976
Bonds Paid - Highway
2]
SELECTMEN'S ANNUAL REPORT - 1976
1976 is best characterized as a year of change for the Town of
Atkinson. We have experienced a complete turnover in the Police De-
partment, almost the same on the Planning Board, new directions are
emerging - only the future holds the key as to whether or not they
are proper for our Town.
Our old friendsthe growth problem and concomitan
are still with us and bigger than ever. Eighty-eight
starts is a bit startling. Two-acre zoning is before
again this year. It's not the total answer to slowin
rate of growth and lowering our tax burden, but it's
right direction. A second step is the Planning Board
sion Control Regulation on Housing Density based on t
This is also a beginning toward protecting the future
kinson's ground water. A third step, is the referend
the ballot which would require new subdivisions to ge
capital requirements for school needs which they woul
this regard, we have filed for changes in the State e
lation which would permit this throughout New Hampshi




one step in the








The Conservation Commission has come into its own this past
year. Although we were quite disappointed with the abrupt ending
to the Beaver Dam-Lake project, many other projects were brought to
a successful conclusion, as evidenced by their Annual Report. The
Selectmen and Conservation Commission have entered into a joint pro-
ject to purchase some 65 acres of the "Sawyer" land to be preserved
for Town use forever. This will be before you at Town Meeting and
we encourage your support.
One of our goals for 1976 was the planning for an Administrative
Assistant in the Selectmen's Office. This never came to pass due to
the pressure of other business; however, it is still a high priority
item with us, as there are many additional benefits which would
accrue to the Town with a full-time employee at the Town Hall, (such
as more Federal funding, outside meeting attendance, action on daily
problems in a more timely fashion, improved financial reporting)
•
Solid Waste Disposal is still a major expense to the Town, and
while all the facts are not in at this writing (at least for the
Selectmen to take a strong position one way or the other) it appears
you will have a few alternatives to consider at Town Meeting. They
are as follows:
1. Continue as we are, approximately $36,000 cost in 1977
and approximately $33,000 cost in 1978 with our present
Transfer Station Operation.
2. Go into the Incineration business by floating bonds for
approximately $140,000.
3. Have the Town go into the trucking business and haul our
own waste out of Town.
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4. Continue with No. 1 and hope for the new Federal Funding
Program to pay for one of the other alternatives.
The Selectmen would like to thank all the Boards and Committees
for volunteering their time and for their cooperation this past year,
with special thanks to "Colonel" Adams for directing Atkinson's
Bicentennial Celebration, "Dan" Stewart, who has served in Atkinson's
Fire Service for over 30 years, and "Jake" Collins who directed the
efforts of Atkinson's Planning Board for over 10 years.
J. W. Holbrook, Chairman
H. V. Woodlock
P. V. Consentino
REPORT OF THE ATKINSON MUNICIPAL BUDGET COMMITTEE
Did you know that your Town Department Budget recommended this
year is very nearly double the 1973 Department expenditures? De-
partment expenditures in the past few years were:
1973 1974 1975 1976
$162,848.00 $181,630.00 $202,837,00 $264,345.00
The figure recommended for 1977 is $302,677.
These increases were thoroughly discussed by your town officers,
the Budget Committee and finally by you when you voted for the ap-
propriations in those past years. They reflect inflation, growth,
and your desires for increased or improved services. Special arti-
cles added to the total expenditures in each of the above years,
but such things as water holes and Tax Maps are difficult to compare.
It is your right to determine how much of your money will be spent
for Town services. You should come to Town Meeting and, after care-
ful consideration, cast your vote firmly in the direction of your
convic tion
.
Please come to Town Meeting and do just that.
Respectfully submitted.














$1 , 191 ,035.86
















$1 , 086 ,135.14
17 ,090. 00
79. 99
Penalties on Resident Taxes






Uncollected Taxes - December 31, 1976






$1 , 215 , 169. 62
$1 ,103 , 350.13
10,849.82




Remittances to Treasurer During Fiscal Year






$ 40 ,857 .11





























$ 19,499.49 $2,516.87 $478.17
652.24 312.27 62.87
$20,151.73 $2,829.14 $541.04
Abatement of $149.60 for 1975 taxes on my 1976 tax sale
Costs collected $1.00




$1 ,451 . 75
Total remitted to treasurer for year 1976 $1 ,171 , 565. 34
I hereby certify that the above report is correct to the best
of my knowledge and belief. Jessi Anastasi, Tax Collector
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TREASURER'S REPORT
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1976
Arlington Trust Co. .Checking Account
January 1, 1976 Balance $65,509.61
Cash Received $2 , 713 ,641 . 91
Total $2,779,151.57
Cash Disbursed 2 , 696 ,889 . 06
December 31, 1976 - Balance $ 82,262.51
Cash Disbursements:
Selectmen's Vouchers $1,308,911.75
Certificate of Deposit 643,000.00
Interest Paid 18,741.66




To Savings Acct. 100,000.00
To Fed. Rev. Sharing Acct. 14,764.00













John W. Holbrook, Selectman $1,000.00
Helen V. Woodlock, Selectman 900.00
Philip V. Consentino, Selectman 900.00 i
Gordon Brennan, Treasurer 800.00
Eleanor Zaremba, Town Clerk 4,346.35
Muriel Hirsch, Assist. Town Clerk 150.00
Cheryl Hadley, Assist. Town Clerk 215.00
Jessi Anastasi, Tax Collector 3,524.65
Joanne Carbone, Clerk 2,465.00
Joyce Witley, Clerk 1,381.75
Jesse Boyden, Bldg. Insp. 2,639.95
Roland Weeman, Asst. Bldg. Insp. 65.00
Robert Young, Town Engineer 165.00
Hugo Laime, Lg. Animal Officer 14.00
Howard Rogers, Dog Officer 895.13

















Audits (Remainder 73-74, 75)
Census











222, 60 $ 13 ,538 .81
$ 1 , 988.81
ELECTION AND REGISTRATION






































00 1 ,809. 01
97 . 01
TOWN HALL AND OTHER BUILDINGS











































14 . 78 2 ,800.64
199. 36
APPRAISAL
1976 Appropriation $ 1,500.00
$
Summary of Expenditures:
State of New Hampshire
Edward Bellavance






1976 Appropriation $ 9,000.00




















1 ,031 . 08
281 .08
DAMAGES AND LEGAL EXPENSES









40. 00 4 ,947 . 38
30
Balance $ 2 ,052. 62
CIVIL DEFENSE




















1 , 002.75 $ 2 , 593 . 63
293 . 63
VITAL STATISTICS


























108 . 00 $ 41 ,865.80
$ 1 ,420 .80
31
FIRE DEPARTMENT
1975 Carryover $ 500.66




















Miscellaneous Service 105 . 00 $ 16 , 530. 88
Over expenditure $ 85.22
$ 281.
Earl Pratt, Salary $ 434.50
Mileage 450.84
John Bernaby, Salary 63.25
Mileage 30.72




Asst. to Clerk 198.00
Radio Mainentance & Repair 443.15





School Crossing Guard 820.00
Radio 1,221.00





Miscellaneous 25. 00 $ 19,106.00
Balance $ 1,516.40
STREET LIGHTS
1976 Appropriation $ 6,600.00
Summary of Expenditures:
Exeter & Hampton Electric Co. $ 8,280.10
Public Service Co. of N.H. 129.95 $ 8 ,410. 5
Overexpended $ 1,810.05
GENERAL EXPENSE




































492 .61 $ 2 , 395. 25
$ 1,604.75
OLD AGE ASSISTANCE
1976 Appropriation $ 624.00
Summary of Expenditures - -
Balance $ 624.00
MEMORIAL DAY





















































































Balance 9 , 277 . 24
GAS TAX









1 ,457 . 50
22.40
6 ,199.44
4 ,821 . 24 12 ,535. 58
CONTINGENCY FUND





1 ,673 . 50 2 ,500. 00
Balance
CONSERVATION
1975 Carryover $ 150.06







950. 00 1 ,115 . 19
Balance 109.87
ADVERTISING AND REGIONAL
1976 Appropriation $ 1,799.92
Summary of Expenditures:




$ 1 ,718 .25 $ 1 ,718. 25
81 . 67
CEMETERIES





















$12 ,125.00 $12 ,125. 00
PRINCIPAL - LONG TERM NOTES AND BONDS




$ 4 ,000. 00 $ 4 ,000. 00
INTEREST - LONG TERM NOTES AND BONDS
1976 Appropriation $ 1,000.00






INTEREST - TEMPORARY LOANS
197 6 Appropriation $23,000.00





1974 Carryover $ 329.50
Summary of Expenditures: - -
Balance $ 329.50
ARTICLE 10 - WATERHOLE
1975 Carryover $ 1,000.00
Summary of Expenditures: - -
Balance $ 1,000.00
ARTICLE 11 TRIM AND REPLANT TREES






























14 . 00 $ 5 ,050. 07
196.75
38
ARTICLE 14 - BICENTENNIAL
1975 Carryover $ 1,981.00




















87 . 90 $ 2,959.34
369.13
ARTICLE 5 - TAX MAP - REVENUE SHARING




$10 , 000. 00 $10,000. 00
ARTICLE 13 - FIRE DEPARTMENT CAPITAL RESERVE
197 6 Appropriation $15,000.00
Summary of Expenditures:
Trustees of Trust Fund
Balance
$15,00 0. 00 $15 ,000. 00
ARTICLE 14 - FIRE TRUCK
197 6 Appropriation $25,000.00
Summary of Expenditures: - -
Balance $25,000.00
ARTICLE 16 - POLICE CRUISER





$ 5 ,629. 01 $ 5 ,629. 01
9. 01
ARTICLE 20 - PHEASANT LAN E












3 ,724. 20 $ 5,649.50
$ 1 ,249. 50
ARTICLE 22 - AMBULANCE SERVICE
1976 Appropriation $ 5,000.00




$ 4 ,682. 97
$ 317 . 03
ARTICLE 24 - LIBRARY PAINT
1976 Appropriation $ 3,450.00
$ 3 , 267 . 64
Summary of Expenditures:






THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
To the Inhabitants of the Town of Atkinson in the County of
Rockingham in said State qualified to vote in Town affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Atkinson Town Hall on
Tuesday the eighth day of March next at ten o'clock in the forenoon,
to act upon the articles required to be voted on by official ballot
(Articles 1 and 2). Bv vote of the Selectmen, the polls for the
meeting will remain open from ten o'clock in the forenoon under seven
o'clock in the afternoon (and as much longer thereafter as the Town,
at the opening of the meeting, may vote.)
All voters are further notified to meet at seven o'clock in
the afternoon on the twelfth day of March, 1977 at the Academy School
Auditorium to act on all other articles in this warrant.
Article 1 . To choose all necessary town officers for the coming year.
Article 2 . To see if the Town will vote to adopt the amendments to
the zoning ordinances as proposed by the Planning Board as follows:
1. To see if the Town will vote to adopt the following amendments
to the Building Regulations as proposed by the Planning Board:
Page 17, Article IV. Fee Schedule for Building Inspections. Add:
"Permit to operate burner - $5.00."
Page 20, Article VI, A-2. Amend to: "Any building intended or de-
signed for any public use or congregation of people shall be
constructed in accordance with the National Fire Protection
Association Publication Number 101, entitled Life Safety Code ."
Page 20, Article VI, A-5. Amend to:
a. "Chimneys and fireplaces constructed as part of a new or
existing building or altered within a new or existing build-
ing shall be constructed in accordance with the Atkinson Fire
Department Pamphlet Number 100 and its listed references."
b. "Oil burning furnaces shall be installed in accordance with
the Atkinson Fire Department Pamphlet Number 100 and its
listed references."
c. "Gas burning furnaces shall be installed in accordance with
the National Fire Protection Association Publication Number
54 which the Atkinson Fire Department has adopted as its own."
d.'^'^Wood burning stoves shall be installed in accordance with
the Atkinson Fire Department Pamphlet Number 100 and its
listed references."
Page 21, Article VI, A-8 . Delete: (Because of duplication in At -
kinson Fire Department Pamphlet Number 100 )
c. "A furnace safety switch shall be located in a room other
than the furnace room."
Recommended by the Planning Board
2
.
Submitted by Petition .
1. To see if the Town will vote to amend Article V, Part C to
read: "Not more than one single residence may be constructed on
each two acres. A two family or duplex house shall require
four acres, except that these acreages shall not apply to lots
of record (of one and two acres respectively) which comply with
existing regulations."
2. To see if the Town will vote to amend Article V, Part L to
read: "Minimum Land Area. No lot shall be less than two acres,
except that this shall not apply to a one acre lot of record
which complies with existing regulations."
Recommended by the Planning Board
3 Referendum :
Are you in favor of the Planning Board adopting a subdivision
regulation which is intended to recover a portion of the capital
expenditure necessary for expanding the school system? This ex-
penditure is necessitated by the increased number of residential
units within the subdivision."
Submitted by the Planning Board
Article 3 . To see if the Town will appropriate $140,000 for con-
structing and equipping a solid waste incinerator and to determine
whether such appropriation shall be raised by borrowing or other-
wise, and to authorize the Selectmen to take all actions reasonable
and necessary in connection therewith.
Without Recommendation
Article 4 . To see if the Town will raise and appropriate the sum of
$5,300 to purchase a sander for the Highway Department.
Recommended by the Budget Committee
Article 5 . To see if the Town will raise and appropriate the sum of
$2,400 to purchase a plow blade and wing for the Highway Department.
Recommended by the Budget Committee
Article 6 . To see if the Town will raise and appropriate the sum of
$1,200 to purchase three radios for use by the Highway Department
and to apply for, receive and expend such federal, state and county
funds as may be available for these purposes.
Recommended by the Budget Committee
Article 7 . To see if the Town will raise and appropriate the sum of
$31,500 to reconstruct and rebuild Wood Drive (2,600 feet).
Without Recommendation
Article 8 . To see if the Town will raise and- appropriate the sum of
$5,300 for the purpose of conducting a summer recreation program
for all children in Atkinson, grades one through eight. Federal or
state funds or grants will be used to reimburse the town when
available
.
Recommended by the Budget Committee
Article 9 . To see if the Town will raise and appropriate the sum of
§3,300 for the purpose of enlarging the Academy ballfield and re-
placing the wooden fence with chain link fencing; one half the cost
(up to $500) to be reimbursed by the Timberlane Regional School
District
.
Recommended by the Budget Committee
Article 10 . To see if the Town will raise and appropriate the sum of
$15,000 to be added to the Capital Reserve Fund established for the
purpose of updating Fire Department equipment. This is the third
of ten articles to be submitted over a ten year period.
Recommended by the Budget Committee
Article 11 . To see if the Town will raise and appropriate the sum of
$5,000 for a new Fire Department base station and radio and to make
improvements to existing radio equipment and to apply for, receive
and expend such federal, state and county funds as may be available
for these purposes.
Recommended by the Budget Committee
Article 12 . To see if the Town will vote to accept the Civil Defense
Fund, so called, in the amount of $749 plus interest and to pur-
chase emergency equipment for the Fire Department.
Recommended by the Budget Committee
Article 13 . To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of
$20,000, $10,000 to be expended from the Town Greenbelt Fund and
$10,000 from Federal Revenue Sharing Funds, to purchase land loca-
ted on Sawyer Avenue from Ralph and Ruth Sawyer for town use , and
that the Town be authorized to accept $43,000 of Bureau of Outdoor
Recreation funds and expend same for an additional 45 acres, more
or less, of the Sawyer property.
Recommended by the Budget Committee
Article 14 . To see if the Town will approve the appointment of a
Deputy Tax Collector to assist in the collection of resident taxes.
Article 15 . To see if the Town will vote to increase the salary of
the Town Treasurer from $800 to $1,000 annually.
Without Recommendation
Article 16 . To see if the Town will vote to increase the salaries of
the Board of Selectmen as follows: Chairman from $1,000 to $1,300
annually; Members from $900 to $1,200 annually.
Recommended by the Budget Committee
Article 17 . To see if the Town will vote to accept $200 in perpetual
care funds for the deceased Howard Richards, Sr., donated by Howard
Richards, Jr., Myrtle Mackie and Marion Clough.
Article 18 . To see if the Town will vote to rescind Article 13 of
the 1963 Town Meeting which read as follows: "By Petition - To see
if the Town will raise and appropriate the sum of $100 every odd-
numbered year to print in the Town Report the owner, valuation and
assessment of each piece of property in Atkinson. It will be the
duty of the Selectmen to carry this out."
Article 19 . To see if the Town will raise and appropriate the sum of
$2,100 for a moving radar unit and to apply for, receive and expend
such federal , state and county funds as may be available for these
purposes. (Police Department)
Recommended by the Budget Committee
Article 20. To see if the Town will raise and appropriate the sum of
$1,200 for a portable radio, equipped with a car mounting option
and a 45-watt amplifier and to apply for, receive and expend such
federal, state and county funds as may be available for these
purposes. (Police Department)
Recommended by the Budget Committee
Article 21 . By Petition : "To see if the Town of Atkinson, New Hamp-
shire will vote, by a Yes or No ballot, to create, establish and
maintain a Town Mosquito Control District under the provisions of
RSA 437a and Chapter 171 of New Hampshire State Laws. The bound-
aries of the District shall be the boundaries of the Town. The
goal of the District is to try to eliminate breeding conditions for
mosquitoes. Joint efforts with neighboring towns will be encouraged,
We further petition that the sum of $3,000 (three thousand doll-
ars) be raised and appropriated to fund labor, equipment and mater-
ials to conduct a Mosquito Breeding Site Survey during the summer
of 1977 and report the findings to the public officials. Mosquito
Control District and citizens by September 15, 1977. The above
funds would be a part of the town budget. Each community decides
on whatever it wishes to raise and appropriate for its abatement
program. Federal, State or local funds or grants will be used to
reimburse the Town of Atkinson where they are available."
Recommended by the Budget Committee
Article 22 . By Petition : "To see if the Town of Atkinson will vote
to raise and appropriate the sum of $1,500 to be used for the main-
tenance and recreational purposes for the Vic Geary Drop In Center
which will be built for the elderly."
Recommended by the Budget Committee
Article 23 . To see if the Town will raise and appropriate the sum of
$7,000 for the purpose of completing the meeting room and storage
room of the lower level of the library.
Without Recommendation
Article 24 . To see if the Town will agree to increase the Board of
Library Trustees from three to six members. Members to be elected
at the next town meeting (1978)
.
Article 25. To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of
$160 from the Federal Antirecession Fiscal Assistance Fund to offset
expenses incurred by the Highway Department.
Recommended by the Budget Committee
Artie le 26 . To see if the Town will raise and appropriate the sum of
$5,800 to install siding on the Town Hall.
Without Recommendation
Article 27 . To see if the Town will vote to accept Brookside Terrace
Extension as a Town Road.
Article 28 .. To see if the Town will vote to accept Old Coach Road,
Section 2, as a Town Road.
Article 2 9 . To see if the Town will vote to accept Hawthorne Drive
as a Town Road.
Article 3 . To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen
to apply for, negotiate and do all other things necessary to obtain
such State, Federal, Foundation and/or Private Grants or Funds as
may be available, and to expend same.
Article 31 . To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen
to administer or dispose of any real estate that may be acquired
through tax collector's deeds; however, such real estate shall be
sold only to the person or persons who lost the real estate through
Tax Collector's deeds at a public auction or by bid, upon 15 days
public notice, including postings at three public places in
Atkinson
.
Artie le 3 2 . To raise such sums of money as may be necessary to defray
Town charges for the ensuing year and make appropriations for same.
Article 33 . To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Town Treas-
urer with the approval of the Selectmen to hire such sums of money
as the Town will need in anticipation of taxes.
Article 34 . To hear the reports of the Town Officers and Committees
and act on same and transact any business that may legally come
before the meeting.
Given under our hands and seal, this nineteenth day of February in



















J. George, unused registration
Lawrence Coop. Bank, tax overpayment
Richard Youldon, St. Tax Abatement
Gordon Goodhue, unused registration
Randolph Morse, unused Registration
Robert-Stuart Vail, 1975 Tax Abatement
Robert Blaser
Charles Witley, Sr., Res. Tax Overpayment
Merle Ashford, 1975 tax abatement
Frances & Grace Water, Res. Tax Overpayment
John & Mary Flanagan, 1975 Tax Abatement
Linda Cronin, Res. Tax Overpayment
H. Brooks, unused Registration
Byron Chopas, Reg. Overcharge
E. Willard, unused Registration
A. Powers, unused Registration
Mrs. F. Neinrich, tax overpayment
Mr. & Mrs. R. Macky, Res. Tax Overpayment
Lorraine Garrow, tax overpayment
Ronald Bredbenner, tax overpayment
David Summers, tax overpayment
Ray Spracklin, tax overpayment
Don Bernaiche, tax overpayment
Rudolph Salvi, tax overpayment
Jerome Ryan, tax overpayment
Will Linnehan, tax overpayment
Francesco Valente, tax overpayment
Gordon Brown, tax overpayment
Andrian Salinger, tax overpayment
TOTALS $3,111.66
$ 8.
STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE ADMINISTRATION
CONCORD, 03301
SUMMARY OF FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Board of Selectmen
Town Office
Atkinson, New Hampshire 03811
Gentlemen:
Submitted herewith is the report of an examination and audit of
the accounts and records of the Town of Atkinson for the fiscal
years ended December 31, 1973 and December 31, 1974, which was made
by this Division in accordance with the vote of the Town. Exhibits
as hereafter listed are included as part of the report.
One of the enclosed audit reports must be given to the Town
Clerk for retention as part of the permanent Town records.
SCOPE OF AUDIT
Included in the examination and audit were the accounts and re-
cords of the Board of Selectmen, Treasurer, Tax Collector, Town




Comparative Balance Sheets :
December 31, 1972 and December 31, 1973 (Exhibit 1)
December 31, 1973 and December 31, 1974 (Exhibit 14)
Comparative balance sheets which disclose the financial con-
dition of the general fund as of December 31, 1972-73 and December
31, 1974-75 are presented in Exhibits 1 and 14.
As indicated in Exhibit 1, the financial condition of the
Town changed from a current deficit of $24,834 at December 31, 1972
to a current surplus of $11,816 as of December 31, 1973.
During 1974, the current surplus of the Town increased by
$12,054, from $11,816 to $23,870 as shown in Exhibit 14.
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Analysis of Change in Current Financial Condition ;
Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1973 (Exhibit 2)
Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1974 (Exhibit 15)
Statements presenting an analysis of the factors which caused
the change in financial condition of the Town during the fiscal
years ended December 31, 1973 and December 31, 1974 are presented
in Exhibits 2 and 15, respectively.
The factors which caused the change in the financial condi-
tion of the Town during 1973 were as follows:
Increase in Current Surplus :
Net Budget Surplus
Decreases in Current Surplus :
Tax Collector's Excess Debit






Net Change in Current Financial
Condition $36,650
The factors enumerated hereinafter caused the increase of
$12,054 in current surplus during 1974.
Increases in Current Surplus :
Net Budget Surplus




Decrease in Current Surplus ;
Tax Liens Transferred To
Tax Deeds
Net Increase in Current Surplus
807
$12 ,054
Comparative Statements of Appropriations and Expenditures
Estimated and Actual Revenues:
Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1973 (Exhibits 3 and 4)
Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1974 (Exhibits 16 and 17;
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Comparative statements of general fund appropriations and ex-
penditures, estimated and actual revenues for the fiscal year ended
December 31, 1973 are presented in Exhibits 3 and 4. Similar state-
ments for the fiscal year ended December 31, 1974 are presented in
Exhibits 16 and 17.
As indicated in Exhibit 4, a net unexpended balance of appro-
priations of $20,390, plus a revenue surplus of $17,444, resulted
in a net budget surplus of $37,834 during 1973.
In 1974, as disclosed by Exhibit 17, a revenue surplus of
$23,601, less a net overdraft of appropriations of $10,847, resulted
in a net budget surplus of $12,754.
Long-Term Indebtedness :
Comparative Balance Sheets ;
December 31, 1972 and December 31, 1973 (Exhibit 5)
December 31, 1973 and December 31, 1974 (Exhibit 18)
Comparative balance sheets of the outstanding long-term in-
debtedness of the Town as of December 31, 1973 and December 31,
1974 are shown in Exhibits 5 and 18.
During 1973, the Town's long-term indebtedness decreased by
$7,200 from $20,200 to $13,000. In 1974, the Town's long-term debt
increased by $13,500 from $13,000 to $26,500. This increase was
caused by the issuance of authorized long-term notes of $20,000 for
highway construction and the payment of matured notes in the amount
of $6,500 during the year.
Statements of Debt Service Requirements :
December 31, 1973 (Exhibit 6)
December 31, 1974 (Exhibit 19)
Statements showing annual debt service requirements as of




Classified Statement of Receipts and Expenditures :
Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1973 (Exhibit 7)
Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1974 (Exhibit 20)
Classified statements of general fund receipts and expendi-
tures for the fiscal years ended December 31, 1973 and December 31,
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1974, made up in accordance with the uniform classification of ac-
counts, are included in Exhibits 7 and 20, respectively.
Revenue Sharing Funds :
Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1973 (Exhibit 8)
Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1974 (Exhibit 21)
The fiscal activity in the revenue sharing fund account during
the fiscal years 1973 and 1974 is disclosed in Exhibits 8 and 21,
respectively
.
As stated in Exhibit 8, unappropriated funds at January 1,
1973 amounted to $10,677. Revenues in 1973 consisted of entitlement
payments of $28,321 and interest income of $1,315. At December 31,
1973 authorized encumbrances totaled $35,000 and unappropriated
(available) funds were $5,313.
According to Exhibit 21, 1974 revenues totaled $22,377, con-
sisting of entitlement payments of $19,841 and interest income of
$2,536. Expenditures and encumbrances during 1974 amounted to
$25,000. The unencumbered fund balance at December 31, 1974 was
$2,690.
AUDIT PROCEDURES
The accounts and records of all town officials charged with
the custody, receipt and disbursement of public funds were examined
and audited in accordance with generally accepted auditing stan-
dards and accordingly included such tests of the accounting records
and such other auditing procedures as were considered necessary in
the circumstances.
Verification of uncollected and unredeemed taxes was made by
mailing notices of delinquent taxpayers as indicated by the Tax
Collector's records.
GENERAL COMMENTS
Overdraft of Appropriations and Application of the Municipal Budget
Law :
As indicated in the 1974 comparative statement of appropria-
tions and expenditures (Exhibit 16) budgetary expenditures exceeded
total town appropriations in 1974 and resulted in a net appropria-
tion overdraft of $795, computed as follows:
Overdrafts of Budgetary Appropriations $12,245
Unexpended Balances of Budgetary Appropriations 11,450
Net Overdraft of Budgetary Appropriations $ 7 95
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In towns operating under the provisions of the Municipal Budget
Law (R . S . A . Chapter 32) , Section 10-A, thereof requires that whenever
it becomes necessary to expend money in excess of an appropriation
which may result in an overexpenditure of the total amount appro-
priated for all purposes, the Selectmen, with the written approval
of a majority of the budget committee, must apply to the Commission-
er of Revenue Administration for authority to make such expenditure.
This procedure was not followed by the Selectmen in connection with
excess expenditures which cause the appropriation overdraft incurred
in 1974.
Town Order Not Drawn For Purchase of 1973 Tax Sale Liens :
According to the Tax Collector's tax sale records, the Town of
Atkinson was the purchaser of certain tax liens sold by the Coll-
ector at the tax sale held on March 25, 1974 to enforce payment of
1973 delinquent taxes, accrued interest and costs, the aggregate
sum of which liens amounted to $5,481.
It is noted, however, that a town order was not issued by the
Selectmen in payment of the liens acquired by the Town at the said
tax sale. As a result of this situation, the Town's interest in
these tax liens could be challenged.
To correct this problem, we recommend that the Selectmen order
payment of the said tax sale purchases through the issuance of a
town check payable to the Tax Collector in the previously stated
amount of $5,481. Authority requiring the Selectmen to pursue this
procedure is found in R.S.A. 41:9, which statute is quoted, in part,
herewith
:
"41:9 Financial Duties. The selectmen shall pay all
sums of money received by them in behalf of the town
to the town treasurer immediately after receipt, .
They shall draw orders upon the treasurer for the pay-
ment of all accounts and claims against the town allowed
by them, and take proper vouchers therefor. "
Unauthorized Use of Pistol Permit Fees :
Our examination disclosed that all fees collected for the is-
suance of pistol permits during 1972 and 1973 were retained in a
special petty cash fund. In addition, the greater part of such fees
received during the fiscal year 1974 were also added to the afore-
said fund. These monies were used for the payment of petty cash
expenditures of a general nature.
According to R.S.A. 159:6, pistol permit fees "shall be for the
use of the law enforcement department of the town granting said
licenses .
"
Revenue from this source, however, must be treated as actual
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revenues of the general fund and credited against estimated revenues
included in the revenues section of the annual town budget. Such
revenue estimates are used to offset appropriations raised for the
local Police Department.
There is no statutory authority allowing the use of pistol per-
mit fees for "petty cash" expenditures.
We, therefore, recommend that henceforth all receipts derived
from this source be accounted for as revenues of the general fund
and duly paid to the Town Treasurer.
Payroll Account :
Our examination of the payroll account revealed that the Treas-
urer does not periodically reconcile book balances with balances
indicated in monthly statements submitted by depository banks.
Generally accepted accounting practices prescribe the timely
reconciliation of all bank accounts upon the receipt of monthly
statements in order to detect any errors which may inadvertently
occur in such accounts from time to time. Additionally, R.S.A.
41:29 requires that the town treasurer keep and fair and correct
account of all sums received into and paid from the town treasury.
We, therefore, recommend that timely reconciliation be made of
all bank accounts maintained by the Treasurer in order to comply
with the foregoing requirements.
Commitment of Resident Tax Warrant and Application of R.S.A. 76:12 :
Under the current practice established by the Selectmen, resi-
dent tax warrants and property tax warrants are committed to the
Tax Collector at the same time. In 1974 these tax warrants were
committed to the Collector during the month of November. Conse-
quently, the 1974 resident tax bills were not mailed to the tax-
payers until the month of November.
This procedure is in violation of R.S.A. 76:12, which statute
provides as follows:
"76:12 List of Resident Taxes. Before June first of
each year, unless the time therefor is extended by
the commissioner of revenue administration, the se-
lectmen of towns ... shall commit to the collector of
taxes a warrant, under their hand and seal, together
with a list of resident taxes by them assessed, dir-
ecting the collector to collect the same and to pay
the amount collected to the treasurer at such times
as may be therein prescribed ..."
We recommend that all subsequent resident tax warrants be com-
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mitted to the Tax Collector before June first of each year. The
implementation of this recommendation will not only achieve compli-
ance with R.S.A. 76:12 but will also generate resident tax revenue
to the town on a more timely basis.
Town Clerk's Records:
It was observed during our examination of the town clerk's ac-
counts that the clerk's receipts are recorded on unbound "three-
column" analysis sheets. These forms are used in lieu of the cash-
book prescribed by the Commissioner of Revenue Administration, The
use of such loose leaf form could result in the inadvertent mis-
placement or loss of these cash records, which by statute must be
retained for a minimum period of six (6) years.
We, therefore, recommend that the town clerk procure and main-
tain the cashbook in the form prescribed by the Commissioner of
Revenue Administration for recording the Town Clerk's receipts.
Establishment of Trust Funds By Town Not Authorized :
According to the Town Clerk's records, the 1965 town meeting
under Article 23, established a $25 fee for each interment permit
issued and stipulated that the said fees be used to establish a
special cemetery trust fund, the interest thereof be expended for
perpetual care of the cemetery.
There is no provision in the New Hampshire Revised Statutes
Annotated authorizing municipalities to establish trust funds for
any purpose.
In view of the above comments, we recommend that this "trust
fund" be abolished. Consequently, the trustees of trust funds
should pay over to the general fund any monies left in this special
account. All revenues from interment fees should hereafter be ad-
ministered as general town revenue.
Cone lusion :
The provisions of Chapter 71-A, Section 21 require that the
auditors' summary of findings and recommendations (letter of trans-
mittal) shall be published in the next annual report of the Town of
Atkinson. Publication of the Exhibits contained in this audit re-
port is optional at the discretion of the Board of Selectmen. This
letter, however, must be published in its entirety.
We extend our thanks to the officials of the Town of Atkinson






DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE ADMINISTRATION
Certificate of Audit
This is to certify that we have examined and audited the ac-
counts and records of the Town of Atkinson for the fiscal years
ended December 31, 1973 and December 31, 1974.
Our examination was made in accordance with generally accepted
auditing standards and accordinly, included such tests of the ac-
counting records and such other auditing procedures as were consi-
dered necessary in the circumstances.
In our opinion, the accompanying balance sheets, statements of
revenues, appropriations and expenditures, and surplus, present
fairly the financial condition of the Town of Atkinson at December
31, 1973 and December 31, 1974, and the results of the operations
for the years ended on those dates in conformity with accounting
practices generally followed by municipalities applied on a basis





DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE ADMINISTRATION
FEL :nl
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Selectmen's Response to the seven-page Audit Report by
t"he State Auditors for the Fiscal Years 1973 and 1974
This Audit Report cost the Town $2,124. We feel it was very
worthwhile. It was received too late to include in the Annual
Report for 1975. As you know, we voted to have the State audit
the Town's books for Fiscal 1975, and again we did not receive
their comments in time to be included in this Annual Report. We
did, however, receive their bill — some $3,427.
During the 1973 and 1974 Audits, performed in Fiscal 1975, a
major change in the Town's bookkeeping and voucher system was
recommended. This change was instituted on January 1, 1976 since
we were nearly through Fiscal 1975 at the time the change was
recommended. Consequently, many of the difficulties encountered
by the auditors for 1973 and 1974 were repeated in 1975, hence
the high expense for 1975.
We have only budgeted $2,000 for the Fiscal 1976 State Audit
and the cost is expected to decrease over the next two years.
Since some form of annual Town Audit is required by law, I would
recommend that this practice be continued by the Professional
State Auditors at a projected cost of $1,000 to $1,500 per year.
Our specific comments on
as follows
:





Overdraft of Appropriations by $795 .
Even with an unexpended amount of over $5,000 in the Town Poor
Account, the overexpenditure of the Town Maintenance Account
(Winter Maintenance - Late Snowstorms) by more than $5,000 and most
other departments utilizing their full appropriations we did run
over by the $795.
We do not expect this condition to arise again in the future;
however, if it does we will follow the Municipal Budget Law RSA
Chapter 32, Section 10-A and request the approval of a majority
of the Budget Committee and apply to the Commission of Revenue
Administration for the authority to make such an expenditure prior
to incurring the overdraft condition.
2
.
Town Order Not Drawn for Purchase of 1973 Tax Sale Liens
It was recommended that the Selectmen order payment of the
said tax sale purchases through the issuance of a Town check payable
to the Tax Collector in the amount of $5,481.




Unauthorized Use of Pistol Permit Fees
These monies per RSA 159.6 shall be used by the law enforcement
agency granting such licenses, and committed to the General Fund
through the Town Treasurer.
This has been corrected. Pistol Permit fees are now turned
over to the Town Treasurer, go into the General Fund and are shown
as income to the Police Department.
4 Payroll Account - The Town Treasurer does not reconcile book
balances with balances indicated in monthly statements
submitted by depository banks .
Payroll account was handled as a cleaning account. Deposits
were made to this account by transferring net payroll weekly.
Since this account was a wash account, the Treasurer did not
take the time to prove or reconcile monthly. However, Mr. Brennan
verified the checks paid, to detect errors on the part of the bank.
This account has been phased out and a different payroll system
is not in use. All bank accounts are timely reconciled at the
first of each month. In addition, Mr. Brennan has promised the
Selectmen that he would leave a monthly financial statement with
our bookkeeper beginning in 1977.
5 Commitment of Resident Tax Warrant and Application of RSA 76:12
Resident Tax Bills by law (R.S.A. 76:12) must be committed by
warrant to the Tax Collector by June 1st of each year.
The Selectmen, unaware of this law, were mailing them out with
the property tax bills in late October to save on postage. We are
now complying with the Law and the use of the income from Resident




The Town Clerk's receipts were being recorded on unbound
analysis sheets instead of the Cashbook prescribed by the Com-
missioner of Revenue Administration. Mrs. Zaremba corrected this
immediately at a cost of $100 to purchase the prescribed cashbooks.
7 Establishment of Trust Funds By Town - Not Authorized
Article 23 of the 1965 Town Meeting established a $25 interment
permit fee and these went into a Cemetery Trust Fund with the in-
terest being expended for perpetual care of the Cemetery.
This was corrected in January 1976 and all such funds are now
remanded to the Town Treasurer.
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John W. Holbrook, Chairman
Knightland Road
Atkinson, New Hampshire 03811
Dear Mr. Holbrook:
This communication is intended to serve as a status report on
the examination made by the Division of the accounts and re-
cords of the Town of Atkinson, New Hampshire.
The auditor's report and summary of findings are currently
awaiting final Division review in keeping with our established
policy. We do not expect to be able to submit a report of
this audit prior to the publication of the 1976 Annual Report.
We regret the inconvenience which this may cause. However,
we fully expect that our report will be finalized and for-






For the year ending December 31, 1976
Auto Fees
1975 $ 1,778.10
19 7 6 73 ,929 . 5




$75 ,707 . 60
1 ,515.00
Received, December 31, 1976 $77,222.60
Paid Treasurer $77,222.60
I hereby certify that the above is correct according to





REPORT OF THE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT
The major accomplishments of the Highway Department in 1976
were: The rebuilding of Pheasant Lane and the first coat of hot-
top installed, this road being a short-cut for many to Salem and
shopping; approximately 4 miles of road were resurfaced (liquid
asphalt) ; with drainage problems corrected on Sleepy Hollow Road,
to date there have been no ice problems.
We have a real, old-fashioned winter on our hands, and I feel it
is time to up-date our equipment for Winter Maintenance. At this
time, I am asking the voters to add a second sander and a new plow
and wi na .
With ecology on our minds, the use of rock salt a most important
part of winter maintenance, I would like to suggest a trial road,
of your choice, to be salt-free maintained.
I would like to thank the Selectmen for appointing my son, Robert
as Assistant Road Agent, and to thank Bob for doing a good job




REPORT OF TRUSTEES OF TRUST FUNDS
As recommended by Frederick LaPlante, Director of the Department
of Revenue Administration, the Trustees have closed out the general
fund (Manchester Bank Book No. 254261) and a check for the full sum
has been made payable to the Town of Atkinson, Gordon Brennan, Treas,
In considering the present and future needs of the cemetery, sev-
eral decisions have been made, of which the townspeople should be
made aware. Trustees have set a cost of $450 for each four-grave
cemetery lot, of which $150 will go to the Town and $300 will be
used to establish a perpetual care account for the lots sold.
As of January 1977, the interment fee will be $125, which sum
will pay the Sexton's fees, with the balance to be used for the
purchase of equipment and upkeep of the cemetery. Checks are to be






POLICE CHIEF'S REPORT FOR 1976
The past year has been a time of change and innovation for our
Police Department. Programs in training, communications, crime re-
porting, cruiser operation, weapons, public relations and highway
safety have been established. A basic policy statement of the func-
tion of the Police Department in our community was established.
The Police officers and office staff, who met the challenge of a
changing department while meeting the everyday requirements of police
work, deserve the highest praise.
Law enforcement is a rapidly changing field. A training program
is a must to keep abreast. Our police saw training in police proce-
dure from the Rockingham County Sheriff's Department; they received
intensive weapon instruction from the Newton Police Department; they
participated in "in-service training" with the Plaistow Police De-
partment, and received instruction from local officers on local pro-
cedures .
The department received its first police cruiser in July of last
year. The 1976 Pontiac Lemans was purchased totally equipped with
the help of the Governor's Commission on Highway Safety. The visi-
bility and activity in motor vehicles violation arrests has risen
dramatically. The total number summoned to court in November and
December of 1976 was more than in the entire year of 1975.
The department established a police weapons' use program. This
calls for a formal policy of handling, training, proficiency testing,
standardization, and periodic inspection of all weapons.
The Highway Safety program will monitor problem areas and recom-
mend changes for improved safety. The program calls for strict en-
forcement of existing laws and a dedicated effort to remove the drunk
driver from the roadways. Public demonstrations of police equipment
used to increase safety on the highway are called for.
The police activity for last year shows a reduction in house
breaks and motor vehicle accidents and an increase in motor vehicle
violations, warnings and drunk-driver arrests:
House breaks 53 53
Accidents 67 67
Arrests 14 14
Violations (Summoned to Court) 76
Warnings 132
Drunk driver arrests 11
My thanks to all residents who, through their support and coop-
tion, have made my job as Chief of this department both challeng-
and rewarding.





REPORT OF THE FIRE DEPARTMENT
The number of calls answered by your Fire Department for 1976
continued to increase with the town's growth. The following break-
down of calls answered by the department compares our activity with
the preceeding three years:
1973 1974 1975 1976




Miscellaneous Fires ( electrical , etc
)
Resusc itator , Rescue (First Aid)
Grass & Brush Fires
Dump Fires
Car Fires
Misc. Calls (Flush Gasoline , etc
)
False Alarms
Calls to investigate possible fires
Power Failures (Standy at Fire Station)
Mutual Aid (1976 Plaistow 1; Salem 3)
Mutual Aid requested by Atkinson
(1976 - Plaistow - 3)
Total No. Calls Handled by Red Network 344
3
Woodburning stoves can be safe IF installed and operated pro-
perly. I am proud of the work done this year by the Inspection
Bureau in establishing a new pamphlet pertaining to fire safety
regulations. This pamphlet includes the requirements for the safe
installation of wood burning stoves and is available to everyone.
In addition, mem.bers of the Department are available to assist you
in all fire safety matters.
The Department's "Tot Finder" window sticker program has been
continued this year. I would appreciate all residents helping us
maintain this system by reviewing your needs for placement of
these stickers in the bedroom windows of all children.
Over the past several years, the price of quality home smoke
detectors has dropped drastically. I believe that most of you have
probably spent more money in the last year for insurance "protect-
ing" your property than it would cost to provide a large amount of
protection for your life. I would greatly appreciate it if all of
our families would evaluate for themselves what a great amount of
family protection is afforded for such a small investment.
The Department Dispatcher, Helen Conley, has continued to do
an excellent job for the town in maintaining our emergency communi-
cations network. She has also established a town directory, cata-
logued by name, address and actual location, which has proven to be
a great aid to the department in locating homes as the town expands.
Your acceptance of the new street numbering system, now being
developed, will greatly aid her and the department in our duties.
Our greatest need in the department is still the strengthening
of our day-time department. All new members, especially those
available during the daytime hours, are welcome.
In closing, I would like to thank the men and women of the
Department who have donated many hours of dedicated service. I





REPORT OF DISTRICT FIRE CHIEF AND TOWN FOREST FIRE WARDEN
Since its beginning in 1893, the State Forestry Department
has recognized the fact that forest fire prevention and sup-
pression is a joint state and town or city responsibility.
Local authorities recommend names of persons to the State For-
ester, who appoints one person as town or city fire warden
and several other persons as town or city deputy fire wardens
to a three year term.
The local forest fire warden controls the kindling of all
outside fires, when the ground is not covered with snow, by
issuing a written permit for kindling a fire. Permits are
only issued at such times and in such places as the fire war-
den deems as safe.
The State Forest Fire Service trains the local forest fire
organization in modern forest fire prevention and suppression
tactics. The State also provides back-up personnel and equip-
ment for suppression and prevention activities.
The combination of State and local forces has resulted in
one of the smallest acreage loss due to forest fires in the
United States for the past 20 years.
1976 Forest Fire Statistics










REPORT OF THE KIMBALL PUBLIC LIBRARY
1976 has been a year of both change and progress for the library.
Mrs. Beatrice Reynolds retired after nearly fifty years as town li-
brarian. Mrs. Muriel Hirsch, who has been working with Mrs. Rey-
nolds for ten years, is now librarian. Mrs. Hirsch is attending
Public Library Training Courses at U.N.H. as required by the state.
The other members of the staff include Mrs. Kathy Matthews and Mrs.
Linda Jette. We also have eight volunteers, both teen-age and adult
who generously donate their time helping out at the library on a re-
gular bas is
.
Over 14,000 books were circulated this year. Many new books are
available at the library and the reference material has also been
updated. The number of townspeople using the library has increased
greatly in the past year.
Among the new services offered by the library are cassettes for
children which are circulating very well; also, a film program of
interest to both adults and children is being planned to begin in
February
.
The Mother Goose Story Hour, sponsored by the Friends of the Li-
brary, has continued to have another successful year. Our thanks to
the Friends who have also generously given several gifts to the li-
brary, including a cassette player, eight tables, timers for the out-
side lights, a large coffee maker and a movie screen. Our thanks to
Mrs. James Miller who donated his services to install the timers.
Ten town organizations are using the "Unfinished Room" of the li-
brary on a regular basis. We wish to express our thanks to the
Youth Corps members who, under the direction of Daniel Stewart, con-
structed a new entrance to the lower level of the library.
The library has sponsored a series of monthly programs, free to
the public. These programs were greatly enjoyed by many. Several
area artists and craftsmen have displayed their work at the library
thi s year .
The Trustees and Librarian have attended state library meetings,
workshops and book displays through the year. Our library was host
to a district state library meeting in November.
In closing the Trustees wish to thank all those who have support-
ed the library in any way this past year. Suggestions from library






























Interest on Account $ 5.14
Disbursements
Balance, December 31, 1976
Cash Statement - Town Appropriation


























REPORT OF THE ATKINSON HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Sales of "Atkinson - Then And Now" have not been as encourag-
ing as we had hoped, and it is with regret that the Historical
Society must report that we have not yet earned enough money to
fully repay the town the $5,995. loaned to us for publishing this
first town history book.
As of January 6, 1977, a total of 300 books had been sold for
a total receipt of $4,863.00. Interest earned on the bank ac-
count amounted to $149.13, for a grand total sum of $5,012.13.
From that amount, the Society made the final payment to the pub-
lisher of $952.50, and paid postage for mailing many of the books
to the out-of-town people who had ordered them. The amount in
the bank as of January 6, 1977 is $4,009.63.
Sales continue, but slowly. Obviously, the Society impatiently
awaits the day when the full amount can be returned to the town
and the debt cleared from the books.
The Bicentennial celebration created a new interest in the his-
tory of the country, as well as the history of the town. It is
our hope that such interest will continue, and perhaps even in-
crease, particularly if historical memorabilia were exhibited
and the townspeople were able to browze at their leisure. The
Society is hoping to make use of the Kimball House for such dis-
plays, on a scheduled basis.
Townspeople might also be interested to learn that the His-
torical Society is actively seeking avenues through which federal
or state funding might be available for historical projects in
Atkinson
.
Projects which have been initiated this year include a complete
genealogical research, and the ground-work for a map re-creation
of Atkinson as it was in 1767. These monumental tasks are ex-
pected to take several years to complete. Any historical or
genealogical enthusiasts would be happily welcomed into the
Society, particularly those who feel they might have some time






The Atkinson Bicentennial Committee was formalized in June,
1976, under the Chairmanship of Colonel Lewis R. Adams, U. S.
Army (Ret). All Town commissions and other organizations were
represented, as well as individuals who volunteers their time
and effort
.
During the Bicentennial Year the town celebrated in February,
1976, its classification as a Bicentennial Community, receiving
a bicentennial flag, and held a final celebration at the end of
August. Several lesser but significant events occurred between
the two major occasions.
Federal matching funds of $950.00 were received during the
spring of 1976 through the joint efforts of the Recreation Com-
mission and the Bicentennial Committee. The funds were expended
to build a lasting memorial - Independence Park on Meditation
Lane. The park is a playground for children. All bills having
been paid, the Bicentennial Committee is returning $369.13 to
the General Fund, thereby reducing the burden to the taxpayer.
Funds collected during the year through the private enterprise
of various committee members in the name of the committee will
be allocated by committee vote to various town organizations in
an effort further to assist in relieving the tax burden. These
efforts include the Bicentennial Cookbook, the Grange Flea Mar-





ATKINSON CONSERVATION COMMISSION ANNUAL REPORT FOR 1976
The Commission has not completed its second full year. We've
worked to fulfill the responsibility set for us in the State
Enabling Act - protecting environmental quality.
I. Our dam project - a lake for the town - has come to a halt.
Conditions were imposed which were unacceptable to the Commission.
With our rejection of these conditions, the project was blocked.
The decision to lose our project was a very painful and difficult
one for us after working so long and hard on it.
II. All Conservation projects are designed and undertaken for the
town's benefit, not for anyone's personal profit. Additionally,
Dredge and Fill inspections are a serious responsibility given by
law to Conservation Commissions to protect the environment. We
take that law seriously. We also feel a strong responsibility to
protect conservation land from encroachment and maintain the
integrity of projects.
III. Work continues towardsa t won forest. Its value, besides fi-
nancial, is the preservation of Atkinson's rural character, open
space, wildlife habitat and needed land for outdoor activities.
Conservation land is open land, to be used and enjoyed by all.
Regretfully, Atkinson doesn't have much conservation land, but
we're working toward acquiring it. Towards this goal, we ask your
continued support.
IV. We've received the deed for the Crown Hill Trust land donation.
Special thanks to Philo Hutcheson. Mr. & Mrs. Hutcheson are also
donating other land. We'd like to thank and acknowledge donated
services by surveyor Ed Herbert and the law office of Andernacht
and Fleming. Also, a very special thank you to Mr. David Summers
and Wheelabr ator-Frye for the corporation's donation of $600 for
forest land appraisals.
V. To get across the important message of protecting and not pick-
ing wildflowers, the Commission sponsored a photo display in the
Flower Show on "Endangered Species of Wildflowers". Special
thanks to Mrs. Jo Anne Consentino for artwork.
VI. Commissioner Chet Ladd has spent many hours on conservation
land improving timber stands. Selectmen have recognized his efforts
for the town by appointing him Town Forester.
VII. We received two complaints of probably brook contamination
from malfunctioning septic systems. The state considers a 4.0 ratio
of fecal col if orm/f ecal streptococcus to indicate human fecal con-
tamination. Tests by the N.H. Water Supply and Pollution Control
Commission showed a 44.0 ratio in the complaint area. This is
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REPORT OF THE ATKINSON RECREATION COMMISSION
We are proposing two warrant articles this year. We hope
you will approve money to replace the nine-years-old wood
fence at the Atkinson Academy ballfield and to enlarge slight-
ly the playing field to be more nearly standard Little League
size. That field has been much used and is very important to
our youth.
The other article is for a complete summer recreation pro-
gram. The activities we have had for the past few years have
been short and scattered. Attendance fluctuates because chil-
dren simply do not think ahead, in the lazy days of summer, of
which group meets where on what day. We want to know what
kind of town voters want Atkinson to be: one in which parents
spend the summer planning each day for their children and then
chauffeuring them from place to place, or one in which children
and parents know that, for three hours each day, boys and girls
will have healthy, fun activities with other children of the
same age under the responsible leadership of qualified adults.
We propose six weeks of sports, crafts, quiet games, playground
exercises and weekly field trips for swimming, zoo, ballgames,
etc. Three paid adults would run the program for three hours
in the morning for one age group, three hours in the afternoon
for another. High school students, some of whom would have
their salaries reimbursed by the Manpower Program, would assist,
The 625 Atkinson children in grades one through eight could at-
tend. We hope voters will consider carefully the value of such
a program.
Finally, our sincere thanks to the volunteer coaches and
instructors who spent, in addition to planning time and meet-
ings, 3,350 hours with our children in 1976.
Respectfully submitted,
ELIZABETH TENTARELLI , Chairman
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PLANNING BOARD FOR 1976
It has been a very busy year for the Planning Board with,
of necessity, major efforts directed towards review of numerous
subdivisions which resulted in creation of more than 100 new
residential lots.
For this reason, the majority of our planning has been dir-
ected towards residential development in two main directions.
First, although least fruitful, was to encourage the proper
implementation and enforcement of those regulations previously
set down by the town and to encourage the suggestion of con-
structive change when it is applicable.
The second direction taken was to review a subdivision in ac-
cordance with the effect which it may have upon the community as
a whole and adopt such regulations so that the subdivision will
have as little negative impact as possible.
Along those lines, we introduced in the summer, a subdivision
regulation incorporating soil classifications designed to lower
the possibility for community installation of sewer and/or water
systems and to minimize septic system failures.
We included a referendum question on this year's ballot which
deals with the question of capital assessment to offset increased
capital needs for educational facilities. We hope you will study
this question carefully and voice your opinion at the polls.
The new zoning books which were completed prior to last town
meeting have been printed and are available at the town office
for $1.00.
The Planning Board meets regularly on the 2nd and 4th Thursday
of each month, the second Thursday being reserved as a work sess-
ion. If you have planning board business, please make an appoint-
ment for the 4th Thursday at least a week in advance. We seek the
suggestions and comments of all interested individuals and invite
you to attend any of our meetings and public hearings.
Respectfully submitted,










TOWN OF ATKINSON, NEW HAMPSHIRE
Population: 3,160 Total Area: 11.2 Square Miles
1. We are a Town Government, headed by three Selectmen who meet
each Monday evening at 7:00 p.m. in the Town Hall, Academy Ave.
2. Our Volunteer Fire Department (362-5521) and Police Depart-
ment (362-5535) are available 24 hours a day.
3. The Congregational Church is located in the center of town.
Holy Angels Catholic Church is located on Route 121, just over
the Plaistow line. Other denominational churches may be found
within a mile, in other communities.
4. Atkinson is a part of the Timberlane Regional School District
which also includes the Towns of Plaistow, Danville and Sandown.
The Rockwell School and Atkinson Academy house students in grades
1 through 5; students in grades 6 through 8 attend the Timberlane
Regional Junior High School; and grades 9 through 12 attend Tim-
berlane Regional Senior High School. Both of those schools are
in Plaistow .
5. Our tax rate this year is $3.68 per hundred. The town was
revalued in 1972-73 by the NewHampshire Board of Revenue Admin-
istration .
6. There is no town water or sewerage, but some developers do
have their own water system. Our town is presently zoned resi-
dentially, and requires one acre lots. We are not zoned for
apartments or trailers.
7. The Kimball Public Library, located on Academy Avenue next to
the Fire Station, is open three days each week.
8. Atkinson has the following organizations which meet regular-
ly: Garden Club; Atkinson Grange; Friends of the Kimball Library;
Women's Civic Club; Women's Fellowship Club: Men's Club; Day Home
Extension Group and the Evening Home Extension Group. There is
also an XYZ Club for senior citizens, and all phases of scouting.
Recreational programs include Junior Football League teams; Little
and Minor League baseball; basketball, and girl's Softball.
9. Town Boards meet as follows: Planning Board - second and
fourth Thursdays; Board of Adjustment - third Wednesday; Budget
Committee - third Tuesday; Conservation Commission - second Mon-
day; and Recreation Commission - second Wednesday. All boards
and Commissions meet in the Town Hall.
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If you are a registered voter and would like to serve as
a member of one of the following boards or commissions, please
fill out the form below, checking your area of interest, and
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